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Preface 
There is still mandatory retirement at the University of Toronto at age 65, 
so Chandler Davis was mandatorily retired at the end of the 1991-92 
academic year. 
For Chandler, retirement means proving theorems, supervising Ph.D. 
students, teaching graduate and undergraduate courses, editing the Mathe- 
matical Intelligencer, and being very active in the American Mathematical 
Society. That is, retirement means doing exactly what he did before retire- 
ment, just not getting paid for it. 
Even though Chandler’s life hasn’t changed, the occasion of his formal 
retirement seems an appropriate time to express the affection and respect 
that such a large section of the mathematical community feels for him. One 
such expression was an unusual conference held in Toronto to mark Chand- 
ler’s retirement: the topics were mathematics, science fiction, and progressive 
politics. Chandler has made deep contributions to all three of these areas, but 
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many of the participants found it strange to be hearing talks on two of the 
three topics. In particular, some had not attended a mathematics lecture 
since their high-school days. But Chandler brought all the participants 
together. 
This volume is another indication of the contributions Chandler has made 
to mathematics. In addition to his research and teaching, Chandler has 
affected many mathematicians by his direct interaction in person and by 
correspondence. Thus there was a very large immediate response when it was 
announced that an issue of this journal would be published in honor of 
Chandler Davis. The papers included cover a variety of topics in linear 
algebra and its operator-theory cousin, as has Chandler’s research over the 
years. 
We greatly appreciate the opportunity of showing our respect for Chand- 
ler Davis which Hans Schneider and Richard Brualdi offered us when they i 
asked us to edit this special issue in Chandler’s honor. We hope that 
Chandler and others have as much pleasure reading this issue as we had 
preparing it. 
Thanks, Chan, for everything. 
Rajendra Bhatia 
Shmuel Friedland 
Peter Rosenthal 
